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You are aware that as a registered minister of religion, you have the legal responsibilities under the 
Marriage Act of each province of your registration as well as responsibility under Canon Law.   Also, it is 
the Military Ordinariate that sponsors your registration.   We have the sole right to withdraw that 
sponsorship if necessary and/or required.  
 
Firstly, let us refresh your memories on the civilian responsibilities. 
 
As a minimum, all marriage forms should be filled in with black pen and be clearly legible. 

 If able, the use of the Acrobat is the preferred method. 
 
The Notice of Intention should be in the hands of the celebrant at least ONE MONTH prior to the 
wedding. 

If you are the celebrant then you are required to keep an accurate register of the Marriage Certificate. 

Prior to mailing marriage documents check that all documents are correctly filled-in and signed including 
the Register. 

Should you be celebrating the marriage away from your home location this is even more important. 

If, you have a visiting celebrant on the base of the wedding: 

 Letter of good standing from his diocese is required and forward to our Chancery office; 
 A temporary marriage licence is thus required from the diocese of incardination of the 

visiting priest.  It is NOT the responsibility of the Ordinariate to obtain this temporary 
licence; 

 Proper annotation in the register of visiting clergy & letter of good standing was cited. 

A reminder of what Canon Law requires of you: 

The Parish Priest of the location of the wedding is responsible for all paperwork.  However, if you are the 
celebrant or preparing the couple, you are responsible for providing the appropriate accurate 
information and clearly legible documentation.  Remember these documents are required to be filed 
carefully and can be used subsequently in such action as annulments. 

Basic documentation provided by Catholics: is a Baptismal Certificate not more than SIX MONTHS OLD at 
the time of the wedding unless there is a serious reason(s).  In this case it would be wise to consult with 
the Chancery about these reasons.  Catholics should be requested to provide a Confirmation Certificated 
if confirmed or proper baptismal notation.  

Basis document provided by non-Catholics: is a Baptismal Certificate if they have been baptised.  



Remember if one of the parties is not baptised and you are the celebrant, you should use the ritual 
provisions for non baptised people. 

Filling out the Pre-Nuptial Inquiry Form: You as minister are required to fill it out; not the couple.  It 
should be filled out legibly, accurately and as fully as possible including phone nos and more importantly 
your comments on couple’s or one of the parties’ suitability for marriage.  You signature must be legible 
or your name printed below it.     

Remember the Ordinary of the RC Ordinariate has prime jurisdiction for all marriages (RC) of military 
members even if the military member is a non catholic.  Therefore, if there are any doubts on any 
matters, it is wise to contact our chancery.  This remains true if you are preparing a couple or even if one 
party to a marriage whose wedding is to be celebrated elsewhere.  You should remind the prest or 
deacon concerned that that when a wedding involves a member of the CAF, the Ordinary of the 
Ordinariate may have to grant DELEGATION for that priest or deacon to celebrate that wedding.  This is 
especially true for all non-military priest or deacons who have been asked to celebrate a wedding in a 
military chapel.  

Dispensation and permissions: as a rule of thumb the Military Bishop grants these especially the 
Application of Mixed Religion and Dispensation from the Impediment of Disparity of Worship (Cult).  
Allow sufficient time for any application to be posted to the Chancery and for return post prior to the 
wedding.  

Application for simple validations or retroactive validations require special forms and more information.  
We do not simply validate prior union without the consent of both parties. 

If you are the celebrant of a wedding, you are responsible to informing the Parish where the Catholic 
was baptised of the details of the wedding including date of the baptism, whom the Catholic married, 
what church, state and the witnesses.    

If you are the celebrant but officiating in location other than your own, it is courteous that you see the 
appropriate Parish priest’s permission and ask if he has any requirements.   

 A letter of good standing is thus required and are not indefinite in time;    
 You must also be sure to gain the necessary clearances as required by the Professional 

Standards Protocols of the local diocese (esp. in regards to the protection of minors and 
vulnerable persons);   

 There is no exception to these requirements and the Chancery will not make any exception to 
these rules also; 

 Your status as a military chaplain is NOT a privilege or a right to ministry; 
 If you are a priest ‘on loan’ to the Ordinariate, a verification with your incardinated diocese will 

be done prior to issue a letter of good standing from the Ordinariate to the required parish.  It is 
important that you maintain a good working relationship with your Bishop.  

Gather the documentation to be forwarded to the chancery promptly: The papers are to include the 
Pre-nuptial Inquiry, any granted Dispensation(s), photocopies of baptismal certificates, marriage 
preparation classes and (strongly suggested) photocopy of the letter that informs the parish where the 
Catholic party(ies) were baptised.    



The above documentation may have to be filed at the parish where the wedding took place, but copies 
should be sent to the military chancery as well.  It is the first place where any inquiries will be made.  

Registers 

The registration of the marriage in the Chapel must be in a Register that is exclusively for the use of 
Catholic marriages.  YOU MUST NOT USE REGISTERS THAT ARE ‘SHARED’ BY OTHER FAITH TRADITIONS. 

Marriage outside of a RC Church/Chapel 

In the extraordinary situation that a couple request a marriage to be celebrated elsewhere than in a 
Catholic Church you need to be aware that permission is required and this permission can never be 
presumed.  It will generally require a collaboration between the Military Ordinariate and the local 
territorial Diocese.  For subjects of the Military Ordinariate the negotiation between the dioceses will be 
initiated by the Military Ordinary.  

In the circumstances where one or both of the parties have a previous marriage 

The first principle to remember is that the standard presumption is always that a previous marriage was 
both valid and licit.  This presumption remains in every case whether for those baptised a Catholics or 
not; and whether the marriage was celebrated with or without a religious ceremony.  The presumption 
remains even thought there may have been a civil divorce granted.  

In every case there will need to be a canonical process of examination to determine the freedom of the 
party to marry and the outcome of that process cannot be presumed.  In some cases – usually those of 
‘lack of form’ – that can be managed by the judgement of the Bishop (as a Tribunal) and/or judicial vicar 
but in most cases the matter will need to process to the formal Marriage Tribunal by Canon Law.  In 
these latter circumstances the parties need to be made aware that there is a time element involved in 
this process and, once again, the outcome cannot be presumed.  
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THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

 

The Nature of Christian Marriage: 

Marriage is a covenant by which one man and one woman establish between themselves a 
partnership of the whole of life. It is ordered by its nature to the good of the spouses and to the 
procreation and education of offspring, with the essential properties of unity and indissolubility. 
Marriage between the baptized has been raised by Christ the Lord to the dignity of a sacrament. 

According to canon 1059 of the Code of Canon Law, even if only one party is Catholic, the 
marriage of Catholics is governed not only by divine law but also by canon law, without 
prejudice to the competence of civil authority concerning the merely civil effects of the same 
marriage. 

Preparation for Christian Marriage: 

Preparation for Christian marriage is as specified in the ‘Common Marriage Preparation 
Procedure’ (Marriage/2), and canon 1067 – ‘The Investigation of Freedom to Marry’ whereas: 

1.  The couple should receive appropriate education and pastoral preparation through 
 participation in a marriage preparation program approved by the diocesan bishop; 
 

2.  Parties should be questioned as to their freedom to marry; 
 

3.  Baptized Catholics should present a recently issued annotated baptismal 
 certificate; 
 

4.  Where necessary, additional documentation (such as affidavits of parents)  
 attesting to a Catholic party's freedom to marry should be presented; 
 

5.  Baptized non-Catholics should present satisfactory proof of baptism and freedom 
 to marry; 
 

6.  Unbaptized persons should present satisfactory proof of freedom to marry; 
 

7.  Preparation for marriage should be in conformity with the prescriptions of canon 
 1063 (regarding what must precede marriage) and canons 1064, 1071, 1072, 
 1086, §2 and 1125, which entrust certain situations to the special care of local 
 ordinaries; 
 

8.  Preparation for marriage should be in compliance with appropriate civil laws. 
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In order to ensure the freedom of the parties to enter into Catholic marriage, a baptismal 
certificate dated within the past six months must be submitted by each Catholic party to the 
marriage. 

The Time and Place of Marriage: 

According to canon 1115 of the Code of Canon Law, Catholic marriages are to be celebrated in 
the parish where one of the contracting parties has his or her residence. With the permission of 
the proper ordinary or proper pastor, marriages can be celebrated elsewhere. 

Pastors should ensure that adequate opportunities are available to their parishioners for 
scheduling weddings in parish churches. Pastors may, however, refuse to celebrate marriages on 
Saturday evenings, Sundays, and other Holy Days, when doing so would conflict with the 
regular administration of the sacraments. The policy should, however, be consistent and apply to 
all couples, and the requirements of the General Instruction on the Roman Missal regarding the 
use of ritual Masses must be followed. 

Under limited circumstances, a marriage may be witnessed by a Catholic priest or deacon in a 
chapel not designated as a parish church when all of the following conditions are met: 

1. Permission for the marriage to take place in the chapel must be obtained from the 
 proper pastor, normally the pastor of the bride or, in an interfaith marriage, of the 
 Catholic party. 

2.  A letter requesting the necessary permissions and delegation for the officiating 
 priest or deacon must be submitted to the Chancery prior to the scheduling of a 
 marriage date or the printing of the invitations. The letter of request should 
 include the name and location of the chapel and the relationship to the institution,  
 and should be accompanied by the marriage paperwork and the letters of 
 permission specified in numbers 4 and 5. No commitments should be made until 
 the approval of the Chancery has been obtained. At least one of the parties to the 
 marriage must have a direct relationship with the institution where the chapel is 
 located, e.g., students, recent alumni, faculty members, military service members 
 assigned to the location, etc. 

 2a.   Whereas a Lay pastoral associate is present the delegation will be  
  granted by the Chancellor. 

3.  The chapel was not formerly a Catholic place of worship that has been relegated 
 to secular use. 

4.  Marriage preparation and the completion of the marriage paperwork is the 
 responsibility of the priest or deacon witnessing the marriage. 
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5.  Written approval for the use of the chapel must be obtained from the head of the 
 institution where the chapel is located. The responsibility for seeking this 
 approval belongs to the couple seeking marriage. 

6.  Following the ceremony, the fact of the marriage is to be recorded by the 
 officiating priest in the matrimonial register of the territorial parish in which the 
 marriage is performed. 

7.  The marriage papers are to be filed in the parish/chapel files where the marriage is 
 recorded. It is the responsibility of the priest or deacon who witnesses the 
 marriage to see that the parish of baptism of the Catholic party or parties is 
 notified of the fact of the marriage. 

The Canonical Form of Marriage 

According to canon 1108, when the marriage to be celebrated involves at least one Catholic 
party, it is required for validity that the marriage be celebrated in the presence of an authorized 
minister of the Church with at least two witnesses in attendance[1]. The authorized minister is 
the local ordinary, the pastor of the parish in which the marriage is to be celebrated, or another 
priest or deacon delegated to serve as the authorized minister by either of the above. In addition, 
each province requires that the credentials of ordination of the authorized minister are registered 
with the said authority prior to the marriage taking place. 

The sole function of the attending witnesses is to attest to the fact that the marriage was 
legitimately celebrated. Therefore, there are no specific canonical requirements for witnesses for 
Catholic marriages. However, please pay attention to the requirements of each province. 

The use of lay ministers as authorized ministers of marriage is prohibited in the Military 
Ordinariate of Canada. 

Dispensations from Canonical Form 

According to canon 1127, §2, where there are serious difficulties in observing the Catholic 
canonical form in a marriage between a Catholic and a non-Catholic Christian or between a 
Catholic and an unbaptized person, the local ordinary of the Catholic party, with the consent 
of the ordinary of the place where the marriage is to occur (if different), may dispense the 
Catholic from the observance of the canonical form for a just & serious pastoral cause. 

The conditions for seeking a dispensation from the canonical form of marriage from the 
Ordinary of the MILORD are as follows: 

1.  The marriage may not take place out-of-doors or in private homes, halls, in 
 commercial wedding chapels; in clerical or religious chapels, e.g., seminary or 
 convent chapels (c. 1109 §2); or in any Catholic chapel, church or facility. 
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2.  In the case of a marriage between a Catholic and a non-Catholic Christian, a 
 dispensation may be granted in order for the marriage to take place in the church 
 of the non-Catholic party. 

3.  In the case of a marriage between a Catholic and an unbaptized person, a 
 dispensation may be granted to permit the marriage to take place in another 
 suitable location outside of the churches of both parties, noting the restrictions 
 outlined in #1. This accommodation is reserved for cases in which there is 
 unwillingness on the part of the unbaptized party or his or her family to celebrate 
 the marriage in a Catholic church or chapel. 

4.  The officiant of the marriage will not be a Catholic priest or deacon, and no 
 Catholic priest or deacon will participate in the ceremony as an official witness. 

5.  The Catholic party must express a genuine commitment to continue the practice 
 of the Catholic faith. 

When seeking a dispensation from the canonical form of marriage, the Catholic party should 
confer with his or her parish priest or chaplain, and the required pre-nuptial and petition forms 
should be completed and sent by the priest or chaplain to the local Chancery. 

If the marriage is to take place outside of the local diocese, the local Chancery will send a letter 
of consultation to the Chancery of the diocese where the wedding is to take place. A favorable 
response is required prior to the dispensation being granted. 

The (local) Chancery records the granting of the dispensation and returns the papers to the local 
parish or chaplaincy from whence the process was begun. Following the ceremony, the priest or 
chaplain of the Catholic party is responsible for informing the parish of baptism of the Catholic 
party that the marriage has occurred. In addition, it is the priest or chaplain’s responsibility to 
notify the pastor of the parish in whose territory the marriage ceremony took place of the fact of 
the marriage so that he may record it in the marriage register of his parish. 

Other Dispensations and Permissions 

The nihil obstat from the Ordinary or his delegate is required in the following circumstances: 

1.  When one or both parties do not have domicile or quasi-domicile in this 
 MILORD, or when the preparation for marriage takes place outside of this 
 MILORD. Catholics preparing for marriage are obliged to follow the particular  
 law of their diocese of residence in regards to marriage preparation and other 
 requirements. 

2.  When one or both parties to the marriage are under twenty years of age. Verify 
 with each province about the said requirements.  
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2 a.  If one or both parties to the marriage are between sixteen and 
 eighteen years old, the consent of the parent(s) or guardian must be 
 given on behalf of those under eighteen, in writing, and before a 
 notary public.  Note: Do not assume that the Chancery will grant 
 such permission. 

2 b.  In addition, consent for the marriage must be obtained from   
 a Youth Court.  

2 c.  The marriage of someone under sixteen years of age is not 
 permitted. 

3.  When either party to the marriage has received a declaration of invalidity for a 
 previous marriage or has had a previous marriage declared invalid due to a lack of 
 canonical form or the impediment of a prior bond of marriage[2]. 

4.  When the proposed marriage is a validation of a prior marriage ceremony. 

5.  When the proposed marriage cannot be legally celebrated according to the laws of 
 each province. 

6.  When the marriage involves a person who has notoriously rejected the Catholic 
 faith. 

7.  When the marriage ceremony will involve a proxy. 

8.  When a prohibition exists barring one or both parties from licitly contracting 
 marriage or receiving sacraments in the Catholic Church. 

9.  When permission for mixed religion is required. In order to receive this 
 permission, the ‘Declaration and Promises of the Catholic Party’, found in our 
 marriage forms, must be completed. 

10.  When an impediment exists that requires a dispensation from the local ordinary or 
 the Holy See. An impediment is a circumstance that disqualifies the individual or 
 the couple from contracting a valid and licit marriage in the Catholic Church. 

11.  The following are impediments to marriage for which dispensations may be 
 sought from the Ordinary of the MILORD. 

a.  The impediment of disparity of worship (a Catholic seeking to  
 marry an individual who is not baptized or whose baptism is in 
 question, c. 1086). In order to receive this dispensation, the 
 ‘Declaration and Promises of the Catholic Party’, found in our 
 marriage forms, must be completed. 
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b.  The impediment of consanguinity in the 4th degree of the collateral line 
 (c. 1091). 

c.  The impediment of affinity (in the direct line only, c. 1092). 

d.  The impediment of abduction (c. 1089). 

Applications for these dispensations should be submitted to the Ordinary’s delegate. 

Same-Sex Civil Unions and Same-Sex Civil Marriages: 

Recognizing the authority and the obligation of the Catholic Church to affirm authentic teaching 
on marriage, and to preserve and foster the sacrament of marriage, and further recognizing that 
equating same-sex unions with the sacrament of marriage is irreconcilable with the nature and 
definition of sacramental marriage as expressed in divine law and the positive ecclesiastical law 
of the Catholic Church, the following policy is enacted for members of the Catholic faithful 
under the moral authority of the Ordinary of the MILORD, and for the property and facilities of 
the Catholic Church and affiliated entities within the boundaries of the MILORD (if applicable). 

1.  No priest or deacon incardinated in the MILORD or who has received the 
 faculties of the Ordinariate, or any person employed by the Ordinariate or its 
 parishes and institutions (if applicable), may officiate or act as a witness to the 
 civil solemnization or celebration of a same-sex marriage or civil unions. 

2.  No Catholic facility or property, including but not limited to parishes, missions, 
 chapels, social or meeting halls, schools and universities, hospitals, care facilities, 
 or charitable institutions (if applicable), or any place that has been dedicated, 
 consecrated, or used for Catholic worship may be used for the solemnization or 
 consecration of same-sex marriages or civil unions. 

3.  No items that have been dedicated, consecrated, blessed, or used for the 
 celebration of Catholic liturgy or sacred worship, including but not limited to 
 sacred vessels, vestments, liturgical furnishings, and liturgical books, may be used 
 for the solemnization or consecration of same-sex marriages or civil unions. 

The Civil Marriage of a Catholic 

The same provisions apply to marriages in which at least one party to the marriage is Catholic 
and the marriage is contracted outside of a Catholic Church without a dispensation from 
canonical form. This includes civil marriages involving Catholics which cannot be contracted 
canonically because of impediments such as a prior bond of marriage. 

 

[1] When a Catholic marries an Eastern non-Catholic (Orthodox), the canonical form of marriage 
must be observed for liceity only. Provided that neither party is bound by an impediment, a 
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marriage involving a Catholic party celebrated in the presence of a non-Catholic Eastern priest 
who observes the norms of his church, including by imparting the sacred blessing, would be 
considered valid by the Catholic Church. 

[2] Under ordinary circumstances, a divorced person may not remarry within three months after 
the divorce decree is filed inasmuch as the right of appeal extends ninety days from the date of 
the filing of the decree by the Clerk of Court. 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

+Bishop Scott McCaig, CC 
Ordinary 
 

 

Fr. S. Sarazin 
Chancellor 
2021-08-19 
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COMMON MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROCEDURE 

Dear Chaplains, 

The common guidelines to prepare couples for Christian marriage, emphasizing the qualities of 
permanence, stability and fidelity. Such qualities, which are at the heart of Christian marriage, 
certainly must continue to characterize this sacrament. In the last thirty years, however, we have 
experienced many other changes. Most importantly, our Church has come to a more profound 
human and theological understanding of the meaning of the sacrament of Matrimony. 

Cognizant of this development, and desirous of revising marriage preparation procedures in a 
way which would reflect and promote these theological and cultural changes, the MILORD 
issues a guideline for a Marriage Preparation Procedure. The following procedures has 
become effective in the MILORD since 2007 and we are publishing a revision for 2021. 

1.  An engaged couple should begin formal preparation for marriage at least six 
 months before their wedding date, and complete their preparation well in advance 
 of (preferably three months before) their wedding. 

2.  Preparation of engaged couples for marriage is directed by MILORD policy,  
 implemented by duly appointed Catholic Military Chaplain and assisted by 
 appropriately trained married couples (e.g., sponsor/mentor couples) and 
 individuals on the chapel level (if available).   Due to the nature of the MILORD 
 it is sometime more appropriate to refer to the local arch/diocese for this kind of 
 preparation. 

3.  Preparation includes: pastoral discernment of the engaged couple’s readiness and 
 capacity for, understanding of, sacramental marriage; administering, evaluating, 
 reporting and discussing the results of a diocesan approved premarital inventory 
 (e.g., PREPARE-ENRICH / FOCCUS); pastoral preparation of the couple and 
 catechesis about marriage and family life; participation in a diocesan approved 
 marriage preparation program; liturgical preparation for the wedding; 
 encouragement to receive the sacrament of reconciliation and the sacrament of 
 confirmation if it has  not been received. 

4.  A arch/diocesan approved marriage preparation program (e.g., 
 NOVALIS/AGAPÈ) should include catechesis and education about: the 
 sacramental meaning and vocation of marriage and family life; marriage as an 
 exclusive, faithful and indissoluble union ordered toward the good of the spouses 
 and the procreation and education of children, communication and conflict in 
 marriage, intimacy, sexuality and chastity; natural family planning, fertility issues 
 and parenting,  work and leisure, stewardship of talent, time and finances, 
 spirituality, faith, and interfaith issues. 
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5.  When serious difficulties become evident during a couple’s preparation for 
 marriage, a pastoral decision may be made to delay marriage, keeping in mind the 
 couple’s canonical right to marry. If a couple rejects a pastoral decision to delay 
 marriage, they may appeal to the bishop or his delegate. Without recourse to the 
 diocesan bishop, a priest or deacon should not witness the marriage of a couple 
 after another priest or deacon has decided not to witness the marriage. 

6.  Couples entering ecumenical, interfaith or interreligious marriages should be 
 helped to grow in their knowledge of, sensitivity to, and respect for each other’s  
 faith tradition. Attention must be given to the responsibilities that faith requires of 
 the Catholic party with regard to the free exercise of the faith (including the 
 restriction against intercommunion) and the consequent responsibility to ensure, 
 as far as possible, the baptism and upbringing of the children in the Catholic faith. 

7.  Preparation for remarriage in the Church presumes what is said in points 3 -6, 
 and: procuring a declaration of invalidity when there has been a civil divorce (this 
 is to be done before the process of marriage preparation begins and a wedding 
 date is set); providing a death certificate when a previous marriage has ended in 
 death; addressing issues related to closure of, anger about, or grieving over a 
 previous marriage; addressing any step-parenting and blended family issues; and 
 carefully attending to any prohibition for remarriage specified in the declaration 
 of invalidity (e.g., receiving any designated counseling). 

8.  Preparation for validation of marriage presumes what is said in points 3 – 6; 
 however, depending on the length of the couple’ s civil marriage and their  
 spiritual and psychological maturity, pastoral adaptations are permitted (e.g., the  
 couple might be expected to visit with a counselor or attend a Marriage Encounter 
 Weekend, in addition to or instead of, attending a regular diocesan approved 
 marriage preparation program, and the couple might complete the ENRICH for 
 married couple or REFOCCUS marriage inventory. 

9.  Appropriate pastoral attention and/or professional counseling should be provided 
 to any couple whose ethnic, racial or cultural differences may pose challenges in 
 their marriage and family life.  Note: Special attention to the CAF lifestyle. 

10.  When persons with physical, mental, emotional or interpersonal disabilities 
 request marriage, appropriate pastoral attention must be given to them 
 (professional assessment and/or counseling may be needed). While their right to 
 marry should be respected, their capacity to carry out the responsibilities of 
 marriage must be discerned. 

11.  While couples beyond childbearing age require adequate preparation for marriage, 
 regular diocesan approved preparation programs are sometimes not appropriate 
 for such couples. Adequately addressing the needs of older couples requires 
 additional pastoral attention at the parish or chapel level. 
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12.  Early in the marriage preparation process, in a manner that is not confrontational 
 or condemnatory, cohabitating couples must be respectfully challenged with the 
 gospel message of integrity, commitment, faithfulness and chastity. Cohabitating 
 couples should be encouraged to reflect on their situation and to see it in light of  
 the gospel message. Couples should reflect on why they have decided to cohabit 
 and should be helped to consider the possible consequences, including harm to 
 their spiritual well-being and harm to their ability to discern and ultimately to give 
 valid sacramental consent. They should pay attention to factors that present 
 special challenges to cohabitating couples and put them at risk for future marital 
 disruption. In most cases, cohabitating couples should be asked to live apart until 
 they are married. If a pastoral leader believes that a cohabitating couple is unable 
 to give valid sacramental consent, the leader should postpone the wedding (not 
 deny the marriage) until the situation is resolved. 

13.  If pregnancy (or a child already born) is a major factor in the decision to marry, 
 caution is warranted. The couple should be encouraged to receive professional 
 counseling before marriage (in the case of teenage pregnancy, professional 
 counseling is mandatory), and serious consideration should be given to delaying 
 marriage until after the birth of the expected child. The age and maturity of the 
 couple needs to be considered, as well as the timing of the couple’s decision to 
 marry. Particular attention should also be given to parental and familial concerns. 

14.  No priest or deacon, without the required diocesan permission, should witness the 
 marriage of a person who is less than eighteen years of age. 

15.  When there is reasonable evidence that a couple is affected by addictive behavior, 
 such as alcohol or drug abuse, gambling, or pornography, marriage should not 
 take place until a professional evaluation is obtained, confirming sufficient 
 discretion and the capacity of assuming the essential obligations of marriage. 

16.  Where there is a history of medical, psychological, or emotional problems in one 
 or both parties, marriage preparation should include professional evaluation 
 regarding the ability to marry and the mutual understanding of the issues 
 involved. 

17.  When there is reasonable evidence of physical, sexual, or psychological violence, 
 marriage should not take place until a professional evaluation is obtained, 
 confirming sufficient discretion and the capability of assuming the essential 
 obligations of marriage. 

18.  Military couples, or those living or working a long distance away from each 
 other, may need special pastoral attention and referral to pastoral support in 
 another. In addition to attention and support that may be received in other 
 dioceses, such  couples are to have at least one meeting with the priest or deacon 
 who will witness their marriage, and are to complete a marriage preparation 
 program prior  to their wedding. 
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19.  Pastoral leaders or their delegates are to help couples understand the marriage 
 ritual of the Catholic Church, including appropriate and approved options 
 regarding wedding music and readings. The wedding liturgy should involve the 
 whole assembly and reflect the liturgical practice of the Church. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

+Bishop Scott McCaig, CC 
Ordinary 
 

 

Fr. S. Sarazin 
Chancellor 
2021-08-19 


